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Protecting in partnership our 
legacy of lakes
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LEGACY OF LAKES



Lakes!

Å15,000+ Lakes in WI

ÅMost are small, <5 acres

Å3,000+ lakes >24 acres

Tourism Driver

Real Estate ($100B?)

Quality of Life

Ecological Value



1894 Lake Beulah Protective Association forms in Walworth County



άΧƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
group with enough personal interest 
and proximity to manage individual 
lakes. However, voluntary lake 
associations do not have legal authority 
or financial ability to carry out most 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎΦέ 

ςLowell Klessig
Chair, Environmental Resources Unit UWEX





$3 million staff 
and program

$6 million grants

$15 million dues, 
donations, taxes 
for all lake orgs.

$900k staff and 
program

RoughAnnual 
Budgets



WI Lake Organizations 1894-2014

Lake Organizations play 
a role in managing 
about 1000 lakes in 
Wisconsin, including 
most of the largest 
lakes



2019 Lake Organizations in Wisconsin

Å562 Lake Associations

ÅBudgets vary a lot!

Å242 Lake Districts

ÅBudgets also vary

ÅCounty with most: Vilas (84)

ÅClean Lakes Alliance (Madison): $1.3 million

ÅCounty with most: Waushara & Waukesha 
(20 each)

ÅTotal Lake District Revenue (2018): $9 million

Å~60 Districts raised $0 in 2018

Å22 Districts with budgets > $100,000



Stable 94 cents/thousand mil rate
$200,000 value: $188/year

Beaver Dam Lake District Barron Co. 2018 Budget



Building 
Capacity to 

get more 
done!


